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Prophetic dreams have haunted Dan Tenney 
since childhood, foretelling him of a life-
changing event that is soon to take place. But 
before he can learn the meaning of his visions, 
he is attacked by a shadowy group of extremists: 
the Brotherhood of the Grail.

Finding sanctuary underground, an ancient 
relic comes into his possession and Dan begins 
to understand the path his visions have laid 
out before him. His quest will be fraught with 
an otherwordly people and an event that could 
tip the balance in favour of human existence—
or disastrously against it. Th e mysterious 
Brotherhood will do everything in their power 
to prevent Dan from fulfi lling his destiny as the 
Bearer of Ouroboros.
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A Sydney writer who grew up by the beach, Patricia Leslie spent six months as an exchange 
student in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado and has been fascinated by mountains, and 
what they might be hiding, ever since. Th e idea for Th e Ouroboros Key came from her 
interest in myths and the connections they have with history and religion as we know it. 
Every country has their own worldview; every culture their own truths. If you go back far 
enough, you just might fi nd that many of these views and truths are the same.
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Th e Ouroboros Key threads an element of magic through 
the story that further explores the thin line between history, 
beliefs, and the possibility of other worlds within our own. 
Elements from Ancient Sumer and Christianity were used and 
melded with Celtic and Native American lore with the aim 
of showing central themes and the common thread between 
beliefs. Magic is wrapped with an esoteric storyline with 
action and dramatic locations; from the birth of civilisation 
in the Tigris Valley to the plains of New Mexico and into the 
depths of the Rocky Mountains in Wyoming and Northern 
Colorado. 

While Th e Ouroboros Key, at times, seems to follow a similar 
path to novels exploring Christian history and subsequent 
treasure hunts, it veers away from factual into speculative 
fi ction, hints at alternatives and stays away from conspiracy 
theories. But this story is not just about myth. It is also about 
friendship, family and strength; in believing the unbelievable 
and the modern-day quest.
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Meet Patricia Leslie

One of my earliest memories is of writing. Luckily, I went 
to school not long aft er that and promptly learned to shape 
readable letters. I spent the next 20 or so years daydreaming, 
writing, researching, reading and taking notes, and fi nally 
realised I might be able to do more than jot things down. I’ve 
always been drawn to mythology and the hidden characters 
and stories behind commonly known legends, religious 
stories, and historical fi gures. I spent several years weaving 
stories while managing a family and then several more 
sending my stories off  to agents and publishers. I’m still doing 
all of the above; especially, the daydreaming.
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Suggested Media Questions

What have been your greatest infl uences?

What was it that sparked the ideas behind Th e Ouroboros Key?

How do you balance writing with family life and work?

How do you go about deciding on and researching locations?

What do you like to read?

How do you go about deciding on and researching locations?

What do you like to read?



Excerpt

Th ey’re on their way. Get out now!
Sweat beaded on Professor Irene Flemming’s chest and trick-

led between her breasts. 
“Holy Hannah!” She caught her bottom lip between her teeth, 

deleted the email off  the system with trembling fi ngers, and shut 
down the computer. Hurry up and close. Hurry up… Heart racing, 
stomach churning, she left  the machine to its own devices while 
she gathered what she needed. Personal items had been thrown in 
the trunk of her car earlier in the day, only last minute things were 
needed now: a spare notebook and pen, the journal she was part 
way through, her phone, and a book to read should she need it. 

Her overstuff ed pack weighed as heavy on her shoulder as 
her billowing worry did on her psyche. A last look around the 
study—a book-lined sanctuary fi lled with a lifetime’s collection 
of artifacts, journals, and cabinets jammed with notes—the com-
puter fi nally off , and she switched off  the lights. Th e most valu-
able of her possessions, her current research, was already hidden 
away in the basement. She turned on her heel, backpack swiping 
the keyboard with a crash, and headed for the garage. Th e one 
thing she treasured above every rare book in the library, above the 
sensitive documents she’d hidden from prying eyes, was packed 
safely in her old Mercedes Benz 200.



Irene locked the internal garage door behind her, moved to 
the open trunk of the car and dumped in the pack; not taking the 
time to close it off properly, a leather-bound and pressed note-
book tumbled out, the pages covered in strange symbols and lines 
of her messy scrawl. She reached to gently push it back into the 
safety of the bag, but heard tires squealing on the street outside. 
A fast moving car coming closer, now slowing … Irene swallowed 
back a healthy lump of rising fear. 

“They’re here,” she whispered with dry lips and reached fur-
ther into the trunk for a flashlight. Her fingers folded over the 
aluminum shaft and she pulled it free before closing the trunk 
with a soft thud. She stepped back to the internal door and the 
light switch beside it. The garage fell dark as the approaching car 
slammed on its brakes, tires protesting, right in front of her house. 

Ohmygod! She waited in the dark, clutching the flashlight to 
her chest as her eyes adjusted to the dim light. Three car doors 
opened and closed, and she hoped that meant only three intrud-
ers as she made her way to the waiting auto. 

She heard thuds on the front door, deep muffled voices, and 
the smashing of glass as the men broke into the house.

Irene felt an edgy calm, as if she was the center of a brewing 
storm. She reached into the back seat and lifted her winter coat to 
feel underneath for the artifact hidden there. Reassured it hadn’t 
mysteriously vanished, she tucked the coat over it once more and 
quietly closed the back door. The driver’s door was still open and 
beckoning. She took a quick, deep breath, pushed the fear away, 
and risked a burst of low light to check her keys and fumble them 
into the ignition.

“This is ridiculous, just ridiculous,” she told her keys as they 
finally slid into place.



Title: Th e Ouroboros Key

Author: Patricia Leslie

Price: AU $24.95 - US $19.95 (pbk) - $6.99 (ebook)

Publisher: Odyssey Books

Format: Trade paperback (320pp) and ebook

ISBNs: 978-1-922200-33-4 (pbk)  978-1-922200-34-1 (ebook)

Publication date: 23 March 2014                      

Trade and library distribution: 
Australia: Dennis Jones & Associates, James Bennett
United States: Ingram, Baker & Taylor
United Kingdom: Gardners, Bertrams 

Publicity contact information: 
Michelle Lovi, Publisher, Odyssey Books
contact@odysseybooks.com.au


